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Press Release Thursday, May 12, 2016                                                                       

 

KCB Group Commits US$1Million to Support Youth Leaders in East and 

Central Africa 

KCB Group has entered into a partnership with the Young African Leaders 

Initiative (YALI) Regional Leadership Center East Africa to provide support 

totaling up to US$1 million over a five year period, to empower youth leaders 

in East and Central Africa.  

The Center is part of U.S. President Barack Obama’s flagship program, 

YALI, aimed at investing in Africa’s future. 

 As a key partner KCB will support the Center outreach through its broad 

network of branches in both rural and urban areas in Kenya, Rwanda, 

Southern Sudan, Tanzania, Burundi, and Uganda.  The Bank will also 

provide vital Business Development Services for the Center alumni. These 

services will include financial literacy, business plan development, record 

keeping and loan applications among others. The Bank will also provide 

affordable credit to the alumni.   

As part of the agreement, KCB will support the Center’s Transformation 

Fund, which provides alumni chapters with the tools and finances to design 

and deliver programs, services, and learning opportunities to thousands of 

youth throughout the region.  This will not only promote leadership growth, 

but will also promote community engagement, the two partners said. 
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“We are making this deliberate investment in light of our belief that the youth 

hold a great sway in the direction and pace the African economy will take in 

the coming years as they are the holders of the greatest ideas, the energy 

and the commitment that is needed to drive economic transformation” said 

KCB Group CEO Joshua Oigara.   

KCB will also provide internship and career placement opportunities for the 

Center’s participants and alumni. “We just don’t want to offer finances, but to 

offer skills, to train you, to mentor you and to walk the journey to prosperity 

together” KCB Group recently launched an enterprise development 

programme dubbed 2Jiajiri  where it will invest at least Ksh50billion in the 

next five years to create at least 2.5 million jobs.  

The YALI Regional Leadership Center East Africa, located at Kenyatta 

University, provides a collaborative learning environment stressing individual 

responsibility, innovation, and results-oriented leadership. The innovation 

learning environment is the result of a public-private partnership that 

embodies the spirit of creative collaboration. On his part Mark McCord, the 

Center’s Director said the partnership is a major step forward in the 

engagement of regional companies in the youth leadership development 

effort.  “The Center would not be possible without the support of our private 

sector partners. This investment by KCB Group will go a long way in 

advancing youth leadership opportunities in East and Central Africa that 

promote growth and strengthen Africa-based business and 

entrepreneurship, civil society, and public administration,” he said. 
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The Center is made possible by the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID) in partnership with the MasterCard Foundation, 

Kenyatta University and Deloitte. The Center is also supported by a growing 

number of African and international partners, which now includes the KCB 

Group.   

“USAID supports young leaders driving sustainable economic development 

and democratic participation in East Africa and is proud to offer them 

dynamic learning opportunities through the YALI Regional Leadership 

Center East Africa. Partners, such as KCB, offer the young leaders the 

energy and influence of the private sector, knowledge of African and 

American institutions, and programmatic and educational resources of the 

U.S. Government,” said Karen Freeman, USAID Mission Director. 

Ends 

Additional Information  
About KCB Group Limited  
KCB Group Limited is East Africa’s largest commercial Bank that was established in 1896 in Kenya. Over 
the years, the Bank has grown and spread its wings into Tanzania, South Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi 
and Ethiopia. Today KCB Group has the largest branch network in the Region of 260 branches, 962 ATMs 
and 11,667 agents offering banking services on a 24/7 basis in East Africa.  
This is complemented by mobile banking and internet banking services with a 24hour contact center 
services for our customers to get in touch with the Bank. The Group has a wide network of correspondent 
relationships totaling over 200 banks across the globe and our customers are assured of a seamless 
facilitation of their international trade requirements wherever they are. 
 
About YALI Regional Leadership Center 
In July 2014, President Obama announced the creation of four Regional Leadership Centers in Ghana, 
Senegal, Kenya and South Africa. These centers serve as regional hubs across the continent to encourage 
transformational learning and enhanced leadership skills. The YALI Regional Leadership Centers are a 
project of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) in close partnership with 
MasterCard Foundation. Each Regional Leadership Center is managed under a public-private partnership. 
The YALI Regional Leadership Center East Africa serves 14 countries in East and Central Africa, including: 
Burundi, Central Africa Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania, and Uganda. The Center is 
overseen by Deloitte East Africa and is supported by a growing number of African and international 
partners. 
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For further information please contact Judith Sidi Odhiambo-Head of Corporate & Regulatory 

Affairs; email: jsodhiambo@kcb.co.ke or Susan Amu, YALI Regional Leadership Center East 

Africa Email: susan.amu@yalieastafrica.org 
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